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Portland Area Economy, 

Workforce and Utilities Industry

Jake Procino, Workforce Analyst/Economist 

for Multnomah County
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Have you ever been asked to participate in a 

Bureau of Labor Statistics Survey? Please Do!
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National Economic Sentiment is Pretty Gloomy
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Portland Tribune Reader Sentiment is Mixed, but 

Largely Gloomy
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Source: https://www.portlandtribune.com/opinion/readers-respond-heres-how-oregonians-feel-about-the-economy-today/article_56884cf0-bf98-11ee-b376-

83fe0bf3b771.html



National Consumer Sentiment Improving, 

But Remains Low
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Consumer Spending Continues to 

Increase (Even Accounting for Inflation)
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Though National 

Spending and Economy 

Seems Ok, We Still Some 

Challenges At the Local 

Level
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Employment shrank by -9,100 jobs (or -0.7%) from 

April 2023 to April 2024.
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0.4%, Apr. 2024

-3.5%, Feb. 2012

month: 51
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Unemployment Rates in Oregon Counties 
Current Rate (April 2024), Record High, and Record Low for Each County, Seasonally Adjusted

Highest Since 1990

Current

Lowest since 1990

Source: Oregon Employment Department, Local Area Unemployment Statistics

Unemployment Rate is Low
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Portland MSA’s Power 

Generation and Supply Sector
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Source: Oregon Employment Department, Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages



Portland MSA Energy Utilities Supply A Large 

Chunk of Employment and Wages
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Source: Oregon Employment Department, Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages



Portland MSA Power Generation and Supply Wages Tend 

to Be Higher than Utilities and All Industry Wages
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Source: Oregon Employment Department, Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages



Portland MSA Power Generation and Supply Wages Tend 

to Be Higher than Utilities and All Industry Wages
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Source: Oregon Employment Department, 

Occupational Employment and Wage Survey



Portland’s Labor Market
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Portland MSA is Less Diverse Than the U.S.

17



Portland MSA Tends To Have Higher 

Educational Attainment Than the U.S.
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Though Labor Market is Loosening,

Job Demand Remains Elevated
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22% of the workforce is expected to 

retire in the next 10 years



Not Enough Young People to Replace 

the Outgoing Workforce
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Normally, workforce is supplemented by in-migration, but 

Oregon is currently seeing net out-migration
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Bad Housing Market for Buyers
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Rent in the Portland MSA Has Declined Recently, But Has 

Increased Considerably Over the Past Several Years
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With Slow In-Migration and Birth Rate, Businesses Are 

Going To Have To Hire From The Existing Population
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Oregon’s Latent Labor Force is 

Getting Smaller, But Is Still Sizable



Portland’s Utilities Workforce
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Utilities workers 

households in the 

Portland MSA, 2021
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, OnTheMap
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25% of the utilities workforce is expected 

to retire in the next 10 years



Portland MSA Doesn’t Have Strong Concentration 

of Utilities Workers
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Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Occupational 

Employment and Wage Survey



Oregon’s Clean Energy Sector
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Clean Energy 

Sector in Oregon

Clean Energy Sector here 

includes:

• Power generation

• Construction

• Contractors

• Manufacturing

• Transportation

• Research

• Waste services

All Oregon Industries change

• +16% in employment

• +30% in real wages
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Clean Energy Sector Tends To Offer Higher Wages
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Portland MSA Clean Energy Occupational 

Concentration is Mixed
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Note: Semiconductor Processing 

Technicians' Location quotient is 26.08.

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, 

Occupational Employment and Wage 

Survey



IT Occupational Data
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Portland MSA Has An Expected Number of IT Workers 
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Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Occupational 

Employment and Wage Survey
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Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Quarterly 

Census of Employment and Wages



Jake Procino, Workforce Analyst/Economist 

for the Portland Area
Jake.D.Procino@employ.oregon.gov  

 

Get the latest workforce and economic research delivered to your inbox!

Sign up at https://www.qualityinfo.org/p-sofrm/ 

Join the conversation:
Twitter @OED_Research
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mailto:Gail.K.Krumenauer@Oregon.gov
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Utilities Households in the 

Portland MSA
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